


You can make your mark on the world in a lot of ways, but it’s rare for people to have an 

opportunity to make a profound impact on the life of another. 

Heartlight is that opportunity.

We’re looking for Master’s Level Counselors who have a love for the Lord, a passion for 
struggling teens and their families, a mature ability to build healthy relationships, and 
a counseling gift that not only encourages behavior changes, but knows how to bring 
about a change of the heart.

You would join our staff of 5 counselors who oversee the 60 high school kids, ages 13-18, who 

live at Heartlight; good kids that are privately placed with us from all over North America. 

They’ve experienced trauma, made terrible choices, and are spiraling downward fast. 

The bottom line? We need you because they and their parents desperately need us.

Since day one, Heartlight has worked hard to build a strong foundation where an 

atmosphere of relationships creates an arena for change. And the change is not only 

in the lives of residents and parents, but in the lives of our staff as well. Check out this 

opportunity, and if you’d love to be a part of our community we’d love to talk with you.

So, if you’re looking for more than a job, and a way to pour your life into the kids and 
families you counsel, then Heartlight is that place. 

Lets talk soon,

Blake Nelson 
Director of Heartlight
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Work Hard, Play Hard.

We’re always doing something, whether it’s wake boarding, horseback riding, tubing, rappelling off 
of towers and getting in time at the gym, or another outdoor sport like kayaking, mountain biking, 
basketball, ultimate frisbee, paint ball, golf and more. We embrace the opportunity activity creates 
where staff and residents connect and further develop deeper relationships with one another. 

We work hard, so that we can play hard - we are a community who lives and plays together to fulfill a mis-
sion: to bring kids back from the brink. You can do a lot of things in life, but there’s no better way to im-
pact the future than transforming lives right here, right now. 

Our Counseling Staff.

Each of our 5 counselors oversee and meet with 12 to 14 specific residents each week. Each counselor is 
“paired” with a Residential Director and together, communicate every other week to the parents. Leading 
two small groups a week, writing plans of services, attending treatment team meetings and weekly staff 
meetings are all a part of a counselor’s responsibilities. In addition, counselors attend weekend parent and 
family retreats as well as participate in emergency situations when needed.

Our Purpose.

Heartlight is a residential counseling center for 60 struggling teens who come from all over North Amer-
ica with an array of backgrounds and core issues. These are not incorrigible juvenile delinquents, but 
teens who are no different from most other kids in any youth group who have experienced loss, made 
poor choices, and are looking for answers in life. These are kids with behavior patterns that are usually out 
of control and because of this their parents have run out of options. That’s where we come in. 

The Big Picture.

Our program consists of intense counseling, small groups, lots of activity, and even academic pursuits - 
all while packed full of relationships with the staff and other residents. Chores, family-style living, small 
group meetings, time on the basketball court or laying in the sun, work projects, movies, loud and crazy 
group activities, horses,  and peer interaction are all a part of the Heartlight life.

HEARTLIGHT UP CLOSE.



Meeting with just 12 to 14 kids may not sound 
like much, but the time you invest in these 
kids can reverse a path of destruction, and all 
of the broken lives in its wake. You will play an 
integral part in helping a family put themselves 
back together and the investment you make will 
have the power to impact generations down the 
road starting with one kid.

Our Approach.

We believe that the Christian life is more caught 
than taught. As a result of that belief the atmosphere 
of campus life at Heartlight is designed in such a way 
that relationships will thrive. It is through this rapport 
that our staff have the opportunity to authentically love 
these kids unconditionally, share their faith with them, 
and show them what the Christian life looks like day in 
and day out. The result is that connections are built, 
direction is given, hope is expressed, and lives are changed.

Life on Life.

Heartlight is truly a life-on-life experience for both staff and 
residents. We want counselors to have more than just a “once a week 
meeting” relationship with the kids they meet with. Our desire is 
to have counselors pour their lives into the life of the families that 
they counsel.

When people say there’s more to life, they mean this. Heartlight is 
far more than a paycheck, or even the start of a career. Our hope 
is that you stay with us for the long run, but you’ll quickly learn that 
our ministry is a part of a mission that will stay with you for the rest 
of your life. One that will prepare you for whatever future career or 
life path you may take.

WHEN PEOPLE
SAY THERE’S 
MORE TO LIFE,
THEY MEAN THIS.



This is where the rubber meets the road in terms of applying your wisdom, knowledge, 

and experience with teens . Integrating your counseling style into the pattern of 

success Heartlight has seen through the years will give you opportunity for growth 

and a continued gathering of wisdom. We like to say it’s true ministry at it’s finest; 
to take what you know and believe and put it into practice with the purpose of 
changing the lives of those around you.

REAL LIFE DOESN’T GET MORE REAL THAN THIS.

The job entails working 40-50 hours a week, sometimes more, some-
times less and is a paid position with a monthly salary. Increases 
to salary are based on performance and increase in responsibilities. 
In addition you’ll be offered a great paid health insurance plan 
and after one year of employment, you’ll qualify to be a part of our 
401(k) retirement program where we’ll match up to 4% of what 
you decide to invest. Should you need to be supervised as you pursue 
your license, we’ll pay for your supervision as you work towards 
this goal. When you come on board with us our desire is for you to 
make at least a two year commitment to the position. Salaries are 
determined by experience, counseling history, and determination 
of the value that you bring to the ministry.

Work schedules are a typical 8 hour/ 5 day work week with an additional 
one night each week that goes a couple of hours longer to participate 
in a campus wide activity with all staff and residents. We require our 
counselors to be present at our Parent and Family Retreats, and give 
additional days off for this time serving on top of your 10 vacation 
days you’ll receive annually.

Heartlight is located on 150 acres of pristine piny woods in beautiful 
East Texas just 3 miles outside of Longview (120 Miles east of Dallas). 
Residential staff live in-house with the kids on a 24/7 basis, while 
counseling staff live in apartments or houses in the Longview community. 
The conference center, located in the center of the Heartlight campus, 
houses all of the counseling and administrative offices.

Counselors are expected to counsel each of their kids once a week 
for an hour, lead two small groups a week, and attend a weekly Monday 
night activity where all the staff and residents gather for dinner and a 
themed event. Counselors also participate in treatment  team meetings, 
and communicate with the parents bi-weekly as the “liaison” between 
Heartlight and the families as while engaging them and building 
relationship with them during retreat weekends. Weekly staff meet-
ings, oversight of psychiatric appointments and medications, and 
provision of appropriate required documentation is all a part of being 
a counselor at Heartlight.
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EMPLOYMENT INFO.



Heartlight isn’t for everyone. Our unique boutique ministry requires a special 
counselor that can thrive and participate in an active and involved role. relationships 
are key, wisdom is expected, and results are measured. We want people who 
are authentic and vulnerable, and not afraid to grow themselves.

Our hope is to find those special people who bring value to the organization, 
and a willingness to learn from the years of success that Heartlight has 
accrued. We expect all our staff to be a godly example to others, to the kids 
they counse, to the parents they help, and a relection of the God we serve.

A good work ethic, a professional approach, a relational demeanor, and a 
tem-minded learner are all the qualities of the Heartlight counselors. We ex-
pect nothing less from you. The Heartlight counselor plays a strategic role in 
leading the staff and residents to bring about lifelong change. 

Are you ready to come face-to-face with real life and engage with kids and 
families in need of help and hope? If so, you’re one that can make an impact 
that will last a lifetime.

LET’S TALK ABOUT YOU.



“Reflecting back on my time at Heartlight, perhaps the most profound lessons came from the 
simple yet deeply meaningful relational moments I experienced with the children and families 
we served. From riding horses to wake boarding, the setting of Heartlight combined with the 
intentionality of the staff created an atmosphere of connection and purposeful interaction which 
led to deeper relationships. I have been as deeply impacted by these relationships as those we 
served and have carried the relational ministry mindset into my every day practice as a clinician.”

Kevin Shelby, Ph.D., LPC-MHSP
Associate Professor of Counseling,  Harding School of Theology, Memphis, Tennessee

NOT ALL LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCES
ARE CREATED EQUAL.

Our approach is simple. Let the Biblical principles you hold to be true, become flesh and 

dwell among those in need of hope. Encourage, implore, exhort, and share not only your 

words, but your life with the kids that you get to know as they become dear to you. It’s 

a Christian “with-ness” that allows for one man to sharpen another, just as iron sharpens 

iron. It’s showing grace rather than legalism, love rather than judgment, relationships rather 

than rules, and hope rather than criticism. 

“Being a Counselor at Heartlight as been an amazing opportunity to work with teens and families 
struggling with a variety of issues. On top of Heartlight having the relational life-on-life atmosphere, 
it also offered an opportunity to gather my hours for licenser with provided supervision. The 
knowledge I’ve gained while working with families and alongside staff at Heartlight has been 
invaluable both professionally and personally. After grad school I knew I was called to work with 
teens but I had no idea a place like this existed, now that I’ve found it I can’t imagine working 
anywhere else.”

Justin Robinson, MAMFC, LPC
Counselor at Heartlight, Longview, Texas

“Heartlight Ministries is a remarkable place to work as a professional counselor. Many of the skills 
that I acquired and honed there, are ones that I could not have developed within a graduate program 
or different counseling setting. I gained a confidence and competency as a professional to walk 
with families through crises and I experienced first-hand the significance of working in a treatment 
team approach. I am very thankful for Heartlight, not only for how I have seen it change the lives of 
others, but for how it changed and molded my own life as a professional clinician as well.”

Tony MIchael, Ph.D., LPC-S, ACS, RPT-S, NCC
Asst. Professor of Counseling and Psychology, Tennessee Technological University

“Heartlight was the perfect place to begin my counseling caree after graduate school. It’s a wonderful 
ministry that I am thankful I was able to be a part of for the years I was there. The relational 
atmosphere is beautiful, encouraging real connection with not only your fellow counseling peers, 
but the teens and their families as well. You will make lifetime friendships and a valuable impact 
in those you counsel. If that isn’t enough, the position offers steady hours and paid supervision 
which makes it easy to attain your license as quickly as possible. Another added bonus is paid 
conferences, as CEU’s are rather expensive. Did I mention that it’s fun? You will get to take part in 
enjoyable activities with the kids you counsel, which is pretty great. Also you will learn a great deal 
during your time at Heartlight and grow considerably as a person and counselor.

Susan Lewis Gilbreath, M.MFT, LMFT
McKinney, Texas



To learn more about spending a year in Texas visit: 

HeartlightMinistries.org/Employment

Or give us a call at  (903).668.2173 


